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Abstrakt

The computer industry operates like the fashion industry: it is driven by fads. With help from the trade media, it constantly hypes new fads,

obscuring their lack of soundness and imperfections. Every fad paves the way for a subsequent fad, by failing to solve old problems (and

even by causing new ones!), a quite profitable system predicated on the accelerated obsolescence which underlies all fads. Many of these

fads are, however, not even new, but previously discarded fads by different names, frequently worse than the original. Sound and correct

solutions and principles, on the other hand, which would--actually even did--provide true solutions, are ignored and flouted.

The most recent evangelism revolves around XML: conferences and articles in the trade press proliferate and vendors step over each

other--even Microsoft got religion--to announce all sorts of XML support, the hallmarks of a fad.  Is it truly the holy grail of data

management in the Internet age, or just another fad? Attend this presentation to find out. It offers a critical assessment of XML from the

only perspective that counts, that of data management.
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